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Objective

The assignment number one – workflow  - is about an effective workflow. We 

are supposed to choose a photographic topic that we feel comfortable with, 

like landscape, portrait, and so on. With that subject we are to design our 

own workflow right through to the final image.

The objective I decided to take was close-up pictures of flowers that flower 

magnificently in the gardens of our friends that invite us. Normally they are 

just a part of the visit and the scenery but I wanted to capture the beauty of 

them and honour the energy invested in them by our friends. 
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Taking the pictures and preplanning

The project builds on being invited to our friends and taking pictures while 

being there. Maybe resulting in a print for them.

As we have a wide social network the invitationpart was not the problem and 

the summer in Northern Sweden being nice and dry most of the time it was 

no problem to find enough flowers to photograph.

When approaching this project I had not much preplanning as I wanted to 

just have plain close-ups of flowers in their surroundings, maybe even more 

wideangle shots.

I simply took some time in the gardens to look at flowers, choosing objects 

and looking at e.g. interesting contrasts in colour of dark/light.

The trips I did in that project were:

18. June 2012 Nature along a small river close to where I live.

03. July 2012 Harry and Edna, friends

04. July 2012 Bengt and Ingegerd, neighbours

August 2012 Germany

08. August 2012 Bränslanvägen, my parents
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After every photoshoot

After every photoshoot I went through the pictures I had taken and as a  first 

step took away the technically incorrect pictures.

Thereafter I went through the pictures again, this time dividing them up 

according to my “trafficlight”-scheme. 

Green being the keepers, yellow the possible keepers and red the ones that 

did not make it through.

After this first choice I went through the yellow ones again to see if there 

were any pictures that by mistake have been labelled yellow despite having 

the potential for green.

After the sessions are done

Now that all the sessions are done I go through them and look at them in 

Lightroom, deciding what pictures are worth to edit. 

Goal is to get at least three to four good to very good pictures from each 

session that might be good in print for our friends.

The points I go after are e.g. composition, colour, shape and not to forget 

the feeling that they provoke within me.

After having done that I go through the pictures a couple of times and try to 

minimize number of pictures and get a feeling of the pictures, deciding if 

there is any special way I want to present or edit them.
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Editing

When editing I normally begin with cropping, trying to hold myself to 2:3, 3:4 

or 1:1 as they are the most common ratios. But if another aspect ratio works 

better for the picture I choose that.

After that general adjustments in exposure, contrast, saturation or maybe 

conversion to black and white and in the end local adjustments like doging 

and burning or selective use of colour in a black and white picture.
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My final pictures

In this section I just present the pictures that have made it through to the 

end. I decided to divide the picture according to when they were taken. 

In the digital presentation I will even attach the pictures that I began with so 

that you can see the process a little better.

18th of June 2012

The first three pictures are from the trip along the small river close to where I 

live with some photography-friends of mine.

Along came my trusty 24-105mm, f 4.0 and a 100mm, f 2.8 macro lens.

The river went through a forest, giving twilight and an almost duo-tone 

feeling with green and white colours.

Being in a black and white-mood (b/w) I took my pictures in RAW but with 

b/w as the picture style in order to train my eyes to b/w pictures.

Therefore the idea of having the b/w-versions of the shoot.

Conversion in Lightroom with the wish to get an abstract feeling to the 

pictures, taking away the rich green colour and having the strong contrast 

between the white flowers and the gray/black background.
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3rd of July 2012-08-10

Home of our good friends Harry and Edna which have helped us very much 

when we moved to Sweden.

The bid problem here is that I already have taken a large amount of pictures 

earlier, leaving not very much space not to repeat myself.

I concentrated a little on interesting shapes and colours, leaving the obvious 

pictures untaken.

I tried to put the focus on the flowers with som shallow depth of field, in the 

last picture even some vignetting.

The third picture was not enough “on the flower” so I decided to crop it and 

convert parts of it into b/w to show what the main interest of the picture is 

but at the same time to leave the person in the background to give some 

context.
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4th of july 2012-08-10

At our neighbours place, mostly a spontaneous documentary of some 

flowers.

I was attracted to the warm colours in the first picture and the unusual back 

of the flower in the second picture.

Just some cropping, contrast but not that much more editing

.
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Trip to Germany

Just a collection of pictures taken during our trip to Germany to celebrate a 

wedding of my wife’s cousin.

Editing from b/w-conversion and more close cropping in order to get more 

interesting pictures.
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8th of August 2012 

A few pictures from my mothers garden, she is always telling me to shoot 

nice pictures and every time I am there she points out flowers she wants to 

get “digitalized”.
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My workflow in comparison to others

Under the last years I have by “try and error” come to the point that I like the 

workflow I have right now. I need some kind of structure but on the other 

hand have to be flexible enough to match my mood just that day.

I have found out that opinion tends to change the more I look at the pictures.

I therefore have as a securitymeasure that I look at the pictures a couple of 

times in order not to miss a good one.

A problem that I have on the other hand is that I cannot decide what pictures 

not to keep. I still think that a half-good picture might come in handy on 

some point but that leaves me with a big number of pictures and the sheer 

amount of editing forces me to be more aggressive in throwing pictures 

away.

Others might prefer to edit pictures first before choosing which ones to take 

but I am still not faster in editing as I am in deciding what pictures to take.

Concerning more planned photo-shoots as e.g.  a portraitsesssion I have to 

get better in making up my mind what I want and communicate that to the 

model.
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Reflections

As always I think it is very difficult to reflect over how good or bad you are 

when you don’t have a reference of what is good or bad. 

This assignment or better said this part of the course was in my eyes difficult 

for me because I already had figured out a strategy and workflow that works 

for me. Having to go back to other workflows was interesting but showed 

again that it does not really fit me.

I think that communicating my ideas is one of my stronger sides because of 

my experiences as a medical doctor and being able to verbalize my thoughts.

Creativity in the Workflow assignment was not that tested I think but maybe 

because of the problems I mentioned above.
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