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Objective

The event I chose for that assignment was a so called “renskiljning, where the native 

people in Northern Scandinavia collect their reindeer, mark the calves and select the 

male reindeer for butchering.

This time it was in the autumn but there are even events in early winter.

The normal scheme is that over the course of several weeks sami (the natives up 

here) collect and drive the reindeer towards a special place in the mountains where 

the village gathers to divide them, mark them and so on.

The first step is to identify which calves are new born so that they can get a marking 

whom they belong to. That takes a skilled and sharp eye as the reindeer walk around 

in big circles while the sami go against the “current”.

Marking can be done with the known plastic badges but it is more common to carve 

special signs into the ears that show whom they belong to. Every family has a unique 

sign.

As you can see are lassos still used as the main way of catching them. Thereafter 

are they brought to the ground and either marked by badge or carving.

After this step is done are the animals collected that are to be castrated in order to 

get butchered in the winter time and those that are butcher the same day.

I chose that event as it is exotic to most of the people in middle Europe and as it 

gave opportunity to take varied pictures of a small group people 



Content

Objective 2
Content 3



The first picture shows the boring but very important step of standing or walking 

amongst the reindeer and identifying them. I chose that picture as it shows the 

surroundings, several people but clearly the young woman in the focus due to her 

colourful clothes.

It shows as well the coral and other people in order for you to see that there are 

different ages, male, female and so on.

Unfortunately is she lightly out of focus as she moved towards me while I re-

composed the picture.

I should have used a focal point more to the right in order to get her in focus but the 

situations were coming and going rapidly so that I did not catch it fast enough.





Next I decided to go for a closer look on her, mostly due to her bright clothes in the 

otherwise very monotonous background. And because she was one of the most 

active members of the village.

Having the lasso in her hand, dirt on her trousers and a determined stride makes it a 

very nice pictures, showing what she is doing and that there is tough work included.

I like the colours, the light and I think there is not much I would have altered. Better 

might have been if she had the lasso rolled up in her hand.



As she was moving too quickly across the vast I did not really get a good chance of 

capturing here throwing the lasso from a good point of view But got this lucky shot.

Although the camera focused on the man in the background it works in my eyes due 

to the fact that she has brighter clothes, taking away attention from the man. I liked 

about the picture that the spectator sees the man with lasso in hand, ready and the 

other person throwing the lasso and in the foreground having the reindeer with huge 

antlers.

Having her at the edge with the lasso giving an ascending diagonal adds extra 

energy.

A better picture would of course have been with camera slightly to the right and 

getting her in focus but I unfortunately did not manage to do it.



To give a good impression how they throw I took this picture in the collection.

It was very easy to get it from behind or from the front but this shot captures it from 

the side, seeing the action, technique and the energy of the throw as you can see in 

his face. 

Both ends of the lasso forming a frame around reindeer gives extra focus.

The downside with this picture is that it has some motion blur and some blur by 

panoraming but I think it is within the limits of what is acceptable.

With a more wide angle lens it would have been of course nicer to even get the 

reindeer he was aiming at but I only had this lens with me at that time.





Another cast picture. This time from the back, a little later on the day.

I my opinion you can see the energy the man puts into the cast. I took that with the 

collection because of the energy and because it showed another part of the throwing.

I am very happy with the light but the camera should have been slightly to the right to 

get a better look of him at a better angle.



Next is getting close to the reindeer and depending if the throw was successful of not 

getting it on the ground or just releasing it.

I chose that picture to show a part of the process that is very common and because it 

again shows that young women are highly represented in this event

Again I had the 100-400mm lens on the camera body which did not leave that much 

space for composition.

It would have been nice to have a slightly shorter focal length to get more of the 

surroundings in it but it would mean taking away focus from her on the other hand.



The moment before he sits on the reindeer, having surrendered, lying on the ground.

Even if it is no real portrait I feel that it has a place in the series of pictures of the 

assignment.

I Like that the reindeer is in the focus this time but even shows the “interaction” with 

the human being.

Maybe cropping a little on the lower edge might have given some extra tension but I 

feel that the scene is reasonably calm and having the reindeer in the middle fits that 

well.

It is of course a picture, like some of them you have to see in a context in order to 

understand



Getting rid of the lasso with slight defence of the reindeer. Some other people coming 

to help.

One of my favourite photos of the series. Nice to have the colour accent from his cap, 

having nice lines from their extremities and the lasso. Everyone can see what they 

are doing. 

Not much I can see negative about it.



Marking the animal with a plastic badge with help of pliers.

Again a good picture I think because one can see what is going one but would have 

liked to have the whole scenery a little more to the right to have more of the people 

on the left in the frame.



Here marking the traditional way by carving a special pattern into the ears.

Again being limited by the lens and the speed by which the situation changed I just 

took the shot.

After looking through my picture I thought if it hadn't been better to turn the camera 

90 degree to get the man in the frame. I also tried to crop into a square format but 

liked the colour accent by the lasso, even if it takes a little focus of the thing 

happening in the frame.





Father and son helping each other in fighting the formidable reindeer just before 

taking it away to a special coral where the animals are collected that get butchered 

that day.

The reason for taking that picture in the collection is that you see up close how they 

work, the fight between them and two generations working together, even if you are 

unaware that they are related to each other,

This time a 24-105mm lens at 80mm to go close, being part of the action.

I thought about cropping a little closer but that  would have meant reducing the 

animals size/part of the frame which I wanted to avoid.

It might have been better not to frame that closely. But that on the other hand would 

have taken away the impression of being part of it.



On the way to that coral it almost looks like a dance, guiding the reindeer with the 

lasso but never getting too close to the antlers.

The longer the event lasts the more you see those pictures of men or women taking 

reindeer away. 

After all the close ups I wanted to get more wide angle.

Hard to capture this “dance”  but I think you can see that they are going away from 

the horizon, the reindeer not really happy to follow.

It would have been better to have the gate to the other coral in the frame but it was 

too far away and too many people in between and I did not want to interfere with their 

work too much



Overall considerations

My goal with this assignment was to show sami at their work at that event and tried to 

get most of the steps in the assignment.

I think that it worked reasonably well when looking at the whole collection to get an 

impression of what is going on during a “renskiljning”.

Even the more close up pictures work well as my second goal was not to interfere 

with the too much, being in their way.

It would have been good to have two camera bodies or a lens with a wider focal 

length spectrum but that was not at hand.

I knew more or less how routines were at the event but as I had been there about ten 

years ago I was not really prepared how fast everything went.

Next time I'd concentrate on some of the more active people and tell the story around 

them, rather than trying to get everything at once. That leaves me with a better 

chance of planing. 



Extra footage

As I wanted to tell the story I thought about adding some pictures in the end that are 

not part of the assignment but just for viewing pleasure in order to get more 

impressions of the day.

Normal way of transport up there is by helicopter but it is unusual to see two to three 

at once.



Showing the “ocean” of antlers and reindeer bodies.






