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Objective

The objective with this assignment is to take choose different buildings and 

take describing pictures of them. The number was limited to two to four 

pictures per building.

We were asked to do some research about the building in order to get a good 

idea of what they are used for and maybe even why they are build the way 

they are.

The buildings I chose were

• Villa

• Shopping Mall

• Library

• Kulturens Hus (conference-centre, music hall, museum, …)

• Stables

• Old crane in the harbour 



Content

Objective 2
Content 3

Bränslan
Galleria Enter
Library in Luleå
Kulturens Hus
Stall
Harbour crane 

Reflections



Bränslan

For my first building I chose to shot the house my parents live in. It is 

situated in an area with mainly trees and they chose to build the house as a 

traditional log cabin.

Their thoughts about the house was that it should fit into the area, be a one 

plane solution and be very open on the inside as well as it was supposed to 

have a lot of windows.

The first picture shows a view from the outside to give an impression of how 

it looks there. It shows the house on the right, the garage to the left and a 

shed to the far left. You can also see a part of their driveway and garden.

The second picture shows the frontdoor on the right, kitchen and dining 

area. 

The third picture is taken from almost the same position as the second 

picture just after a slight turn to the left.

This is the living room and on the right you can see just a tiny part of the 

kitchen.

The fourth picture is taken from the far end of the kitchen, looking 

backwards, opposing the second shot. Dining area to the left, kitchen to the 

right and in the background are the doors to their sleeping quarters.

When taking those pictures was my intention to show the light conditions in 

the house and the open living.

I think that the pictures are ok but it showed to be much more difficult than I 

had assumed to give a coherent view of the house and to convey the “feeling” 

of the house.

Photographically were some problems when looking at white balance 

differences from the inside and outside as well as the house is very dark on 

the inside despite the windows.







Shopping Mall “Enter Gallerian”

The second building I chose was a shopping mall in the central part of 

Boden, the closest town to where I live.

It is part of a building complex between two streets, one a pedestrian area, 

the other a normal road.

You can go across the mall and come from one street to the other.

In between you have the shopping part on two floors positioned around an 

open area where you have several food places located. 

As you can see is the roof made out of glass in order to get natural light into 

the shopping area.

The first picture shows the entrance to the shopping mall, named “Enter 

Galleria”. As you can see is it the pedestrian street I am standing in because 

the other entrance is quite ugly.

The second picture shows an overview of the place from the first floor to give 

an impression of building and to show what it is.

I tried to even get the tables into the frame which stand on the ground floor 

but I decided to give a better view of the first floor and the shops. If I had 

taken the ground floor into the frame The perspective had suffered or if I had 

repositioned me to the other side of the mall you would have seen several 

closed up shops which had not been that attractive.

The third picture was taken to give a view of the “dining” area and how the 

feeling is when walking on the ground floor level.

In my opinion the shots show what the building is and what it is used for. 

When I showed the pictures to some friends their spontaneous reaction was 

that they wanted to go there and eat. Probably a good sign.









Library in Luleå

The third building is not really a single building but part of the Kulturens Hus 

(House of cultures) in Luleå.

A few years ago the city decided that they wanted to build a house that 

worked as a meeting place for several arts and cultures.

As the local library did not have enough space it was a logical decision to 

even give it space in the new building.

Kulturens Hus has apart from the library even a café, conference facilities, 

two theatres and rooms reserved for artists.

Later on you can see more pictures from it.

I decided to treat the library as a building because the whole building is too 

complex to show in just a few pictures. Even if the library is part of the 

building and integrated with it it still is a separate part.

When looking at the pictures of the library it might help to even have a look 

at the Kulturens Hus pictures for a more holistic understanding.

The first picture shows the entrance to the library. My problem was that I 

wanted to show the beautiful architecture of the hall in front of it and even 

the entrance. I tried with a more direct shot of the entrance but that was very 

boring, even if it conveyed the message “That is a library!” more clearly.

The second and third picture are taken from the first floor giving a view of 

the ground floor and even the second floor with some paintings. I wanted to 

give an impression of the wideness, lightness of the place and still showing 

what the places is used for.

In the third picture you even get the information that books go hand in hand 

with modern electronic informationfacilities.

As one can see is the library build around an open space in order to give 

airiness and much window space for reading pleasure.



Last is a picture that shows a little more in detail how the reading 

environment is and how the architect wanted to get the light in and give the 

feeling of being outside and looking over the sea. 











Kulturens Hus

Fourth is the most complex building and actually I am not sure if I managed 

to show it in a manner that does it justice.

As I wrote earlier on it was designed as a meeting place for several arts and 

cultures in Luleå and with that having a very complex layout. It has a 

cafeteria, conference facilities, a library, several audition rooms and theatres 

as well as facilities just open to artists.

When I started of I thought  I had quite a good idea of what I wanted to show 

but that showed was unrealistic. I there after settle for a set of pictures that 

each showed one function of the building. That unfortunately was a little 

difficult to have in an attractive way, partly because some of the facilities 

were locked.

The first picture shows it from the outside and the main entrance. Already 

there was a problem because it was difficult to get the time right when to 

take the picture. Behind me are buildings that cast shadows on Kulturens 

Hus. As an alternative I added a more close up of the entrance but I really like 

the first picture better.

Second picture shows the main entrance which by reading the signes shows 

the diversity of things to do in the building. A panorama och even wider 

angle would have been preferred or maybe an alternative. When looking at 

the library pictures you have an alternative picture of the main hall.

Next are two pictures of the theatre part which is located near the dining 

area. I was able to shoot through the window of the theatre but it had double 

glass and with that impossible to get without reflections.  As an alternative I 

added the entrance to the theatre marked with “parkett höger” and a glimpse 

of the restaurant area. I liked that picture because it shows again the 

complexity of the building.

Last is a part of the conference area looking out over the sea, giving a good 

impression of how the building is designed.









Stable 

The next set of pictures shows probably my wife’s favourite place. The 

stables.

I decided to not show all the details of it but instead go for two shots of the 

exterior and two of the interior, concentrating on the horse boxes.

The exterior shots show both the short sides of it as both of them have 

different tasks. One giving room to equipment while the other has a large 

door to get in hay.

The interior shots are first a shot of the larger room in the stables and then a 

closer look at a box I case there are any questions what the building is used 

for.







Crane at the harbour

Last but not least I decided to take pictures of a harbour crane in Luleå.

Not in use any more it still is being kept as a landmark for the harbour town 

of Luleå. The photo-possibilities were a bit limited as they are renovating and 

building right next to the crane and therefore I could not get a good shot of 

the crane and the sea.

I took this building to get a totally different building to those that I already 

have.

My approach here was to show the crane in its entirety in its surroundings to 

give an impression of what it is and how it is used.

There after a little closer look on the crane followed by a close up of the 

working place and then, as I was not really sure if the second picture showed 

enough what the crane does and how big it is, a shot of the crane with its 

scoop.

It would have been nice to maybe get a shot with more sea in the background 

and even a shot from the inside.









Thoughts about the buildings and what I did 
learn from them

Villa

As I wrote earlier is the house located in a wooden area and my parents 

intention was to have a house that matched that as well as a housing with an 

open-space-feeling to it.

I think that they succeeded well in that and that it despite being surrounded 

by trees has an “airy” feeling inside.

It was difficult to reduce the pictures that were possible inside the house and 

concentrate on the characteristics that are typical just for that house.

Shopping Mall

I guess that the architect of the mall wanted to give the possibility of an 

inside meeting place where you could eat and shop even in the winter time 

with good light conditions. When looking at how many people use the place 

to meet and get something to eat it must have been a success. 

Difficulties were to show the close relationship of the eating and shopping 

area with the central open space.

Library

Believing that the library has a quite unique layout it was a natural choice 

trying to capture it.

Again light and “airiness” have been main ideas in the layout.

Central open space with stairs to the two floors and good lighting as well as 

a huge area of window space makes it a light and pleasant place to be.

It has apart from the classical book section even computers to use which I 

wanted to show.

Again it was difficult to decide what kind of pictures to take and what kind of 

aspects to show.

Kulturens Hus

The most difficult building and maybe too difficult for the task I was given 

and for me.



It has such a variety of purposes and functions that it is difficult to show all 

of them in a few pictures. I tried to show as many of the as possible and 

maybe the attractiveness suffer from that.

The architect did a marvellous job to integrate all the different parts and 

make then easy accessible without them falling apart of being in each others 

way.

I learned that you have to see your limitations and be even more radical in 

deciding what pictures to take.

Not sure though if I managed to show it in a satisfactory way.

Stables

An at first glance easy building but when looking at how many different 

functions it has it was more difficult in what to show but I concentrated on 

the main function as living quarters for horses. It is light and high in the 

ceiling to give good air circulation and a pleasant environment.

I could have taken just two of the pictures but I like the red contrast to the 

blue sky and how the building interacts with the other buildings on the farm.

Old crane

I am not sure if that really fits the description in the assignment but I liked 

that it was different to the other places I described.

Close to the harbour, mainly being used for bulk materials, the crane was 

build somewhere between 1901 and 1907 when the harbour was build.

I am not sure if it even was used to load iron pellets on ships to take to the 

rest of Europe as Luleå is one of the iron-refining centres in Sweden.

An alternative position would have been from the ice, showing the crane with 

the city in the background.


