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Objective

The objective of this assignment is to create a cover for an imaginary book or 

magazine and explore the different possibilities of altering images to create 

an appealing cover, “one that sales”.

Together with that we were asked to reflect about the techniques that were 

used and the techniques that could have been used as well as the ethical 

justification. 
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Finding the idea for the cover

Finding the idea was actually the hardest part.

I had a few ideas that I tried but saw that either the idea was not good or that 

my skills in Photoshop were not sufficient to deliver a good picture.

My thoughts were about taking a shot for a sports magazine but the time of 

the year was not right for that and I did not manage to get a good model for 

e.g. gymnastics or training-pictures.

I thereafter thought about having a backlit figure with weapons in its hands, 

inspired by Japanese Mangas or the stories of cyberpunks. The next step was 

letting a figure go through a door into the light but that proved to be very 

difficult to get just right and convey the feeling of the finality of getting over 

to the next life.

Then the idea of a person holding the earth in its hands came up and that 

fitted perfectly the discussion that are actual right now about environmental 

issues and how people could and should take care of the planet we are living 

on.

The idea is that it is used as a cover of a magazine about those topics.

Having the earth in her hand, almost as if a caring mother was the feeling I 

wanted to convey.
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Techniques used

The first step was the picture of my wife holding the earth which in this case 

was a light bulb because that gave already the lighting that I wanted to 

achieve. Some experimenting was done to see what position of the hands 

was most promising.
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Then I did a research to get an image of the earth and found a public domain 

picture on the homepage of NASA, free to use.

Public domain meaning that you can freely use the work of others, in that 

case pictures. It is interesting to know that you only have public domain 

pictures in America and that this principle is not known in Europe or at least 

not used. Classical examples for public domain pictures are the ones created 

by governmental agencies.

In Europe you cannot “get rid off” your rights when you have created a work. 

You can choose not to use your rights but they are always there. I nthe end it 

is about the same result but I guess legally it makes a difference when 

problems occur. Depending on what the work is there is a time of 50 years 

after the work is created or 70 years after the artists death. Thereafter the 

work of art get “public domain”
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Very important to know is that there are different copyright laws in about 

every country in the world and that you have to really find out what it is in 

your country when using other peoples work, even just in teaching.

A new principle is Creative Commons (CC) which is according to their 

homepage:

“Creative Commons is a nonprofit organization that enables the sharing and 

use of creativity and knowledge through free legal tools. “

In other words a way of defining the extent of copyright and giving people 

the chance to use your work in within certain borders, e.g. not for 

commercial use

The first part of editing was to isolate the earth before copying it into the 

picture of my wife.

With this second picture I had some more editing to do.

I cut her torso out and put it in front of an almost black background to show  

the outline of her figure in front of a clear background.

Next step was to remove flare that was created by her glasses and get rid of 

blemishes.

I softened her skin to (1) make her look better and (2) to make her look more 

“edited” in other words that the beholder is not trying to think of who the 

person is but just seeing that it is a woman holding Earth in her hands.

I increased sharpness and saturation of her lips and dodged/burned parts of 

her face to minimize the visual effect of her skin condition and give more 

structure.

After inserting Earth into the shot the next step was to remove what was left 

to see of the lamp that gave the light on her face and hands.

Cropping was done to the size of one of my photography-magazines, leaving 

space at the top for the title and space to the left and right of her of article-

titles.

A series of prints was done to get an impression of how I had succeeded.

My biggest problem was to get a good background for my wife in the picture 

and I could not really succeed in finding a balance of totally black and just a 
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little lighter to give a better impression of the outlines of her figure. Some 

stars might have given extra dimension but photoshop-skills were 

insufficient for that.
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Ethical thoughts about the editing

When talking about editing of pictures in my opinion you have to take into 

consideration in what context the picture is going to be used.

I the case of the assignment I chose a magazine, a philosophical question 

and the idea of humans taking care of “Mother Earth” and with that there 

were no real boundaries of editing.

Everybody can clearly see that it is a product of Photoshop as no one can 

hold a planet in their hands.

Combining two pictures was absolutely fine in my eyes in order to show what 

I wanted to show.

Improving my models skin again was fine in that context.

When looking with a broader view on editing I think there are several things 

one has to take into considerations.

The hottest topics are probably the editing of documentary pictures as the 

discussion about the World Press Photo shows and “improving” pictures in 

fashion or make-up-shots.

 When looking at the winning picture of Paul Hansen there is obvious editing 

done to the light and the atmosphere of this street scene. 

http://www.worldpressphoto.org/awards/2013/spot-news/paul-hansen 

An article in  “Der Spiegel” (ISBN 190700704202 19, No. 19/2013 on page 

136 or http://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/print/d-94139404.html ) takes up the question 

and are doubtful if editing on that level is allowed in journalism. I think, on 

the other hand, the photographer or better said his editor did not change the 

pictures content and when the photographer was asked about the editing he 

said he wants to help the people of Gaza with his pictures. I think one can 

agree that he has a point.

Thinking back a few years when a photographer added explosions  and 

mushroom clouds to his pictures of Lebanon to get a more dramatic picture 

is absolutely off limits in my eyes.
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Associated Press would not even accepted the winning picture of this year 

because of the editing.

The next topic is the one of creating pictures of women or men in fashion or 

make-up-advertisements that do not exist in the real world.

Another example are Hollywood stars that are photoshopped beyond 

recognition.

One can, of course, argue that there is no need of having a “real” picture and 

just getting the beauty of the model across and the better she looks the 

better the product sells but in my opinion you even have to look at society 

and the negative effects the picture-manipulation has on the self-picture and 

selfconfidence of many.

Only with the perfect skin, the perfect body and the perfect smile are you 

someone. Without that you are no one.

Diseases such as bulimia and anorexia nervosa have probably increased 

because of too much editing and just seeing perfect people on the internet, 

TV all the time.

Taking away blemishes or dark shadow under the eyes are fine with me 

because they are not constantly there, just for the moment of the photo 

shoot but a few days later on they are gone.

Taking away acne and giving her smooth skin is not allowed in my eyes but 

why not by help of dodging, burning sharpening and so on making them less 

visible?

The photoshop-professionals mentioned in the article I mentioned earlier on 

say: as long as a pixel is not moved it is ok but even the relationship between 

pixels should be untouched, as an example they said that they e.g. would not 

change the colour of a house.

Interesting was that they mentioned that Nachtwey, the war-photographer, 

sometimes needs up to 100 hours of editing to get the pictures as he wants 

them.

How much of them are documentary after 100 hours?  One can guess...
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How have I done against the assessment 
criteria points?

As with every assignment is the self-criticism a difficult part.

I think that I have managed to deliver a satisfactory cover of an imaginary 

magazine and have shown reflections about editing of pictures and the ethics 

behind it.

Technically are certainly things that have to improve but that I guess should 

be part of a more specialized course about Photoshop-techniques.

Somewhat limited by my Photoshop-skills I went for the “secure” alternative 

instead of going for a more debatable subject as maybe a fashion-shot or 

makeup-shots as discussed earlier on.
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