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Objective
The objective with this assignment is to show the character of a place and 

the people living there with as must visual variety as possible.

An intelligent, thoughtful travel publication could be a possible client.

The topic I decided to choose was Gammelstad an old church-village and part 

of the UNESCO world culture heritage.

It is located around the church and consists of about 2-300 small houses that 

are located very tight together. The tradition was that the law said that all 

had to attend church service on Sundays even if you lived a long way from 

the church so people built the houses to have somewhere to stay during their 

visit.

The longer you come from the church the more modern the houses get and 

there was even a small quarter where the king said that there should bigger 

houses be built to concentrate buildings and get better use of the space.

Because of the rising of the Swedish landmass (due to the lack of ice) the 

harbour town of Luleå had to be moved to where it is located now, about 5-

10 km away from Gammelstad which means Old-Town in English.

Due to the limited amount of pictures that are allowed I concentrated on the 

touristy part of Gammelstad as most of the visitors will not come into contact 

with the other. People live mostly in the newer and bigger houses and I have 

included a picture to give just a hint of how the outskirts of Gammelstad 

looks so that the editor for the publication had the chance to choose from a 

bigger variety of pictures.

Further reading about the subject

UNESCO

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/762

Touristinformation

http://www.lulea.se/gammelstad

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/762
http://www.lulea.se/gammelstad
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Introduction
As I wrote above is the village or now more the borough of Gammelstad close 

to Luleå in the Northern county of Norrbotten in Sweden.

It formed around the church as visits to the church were obligatory earlier 

and due to the long distances up here it was not possible to cover the 

distances between home and church on one day.

Because of the rise of the landmasses has the port and the capital with it 

been moved about 10-20 km away and by that preserve the character of 

Gammelstad.

It is also protected by and classified as UNESCO World heritage.

Its general character is in my eyes a mixture of tourism and locals living in 

the small huts or in close vicinity to them. It is marked by small huts, small 

streets and the view to the church from almost all angles. Everything is well 

preserved and is taken care of by the owners. When living in the huts 

"compact living" is the expression that comes to mind. Charming is another 

word that comes to mind with this mixture of houses.

The further you get away from the church the bigger the houses get and at a 

greater distance they even get more modern.

Things to show are the rural setting of the village, the nearness of the church 

to everything, the small houses in all shapes and forms and then of course a 

glimpse of the "outskirts" with a little more modern houses.

When showing the houses I not only wanted to show the façade but even a 

view behind them.

Due to being slightly off-season I could not get into one of the houses to 

show a typical interior and normally there are houses open to visitor during 

the summer months.



1.

The first picture shows Gammelstad from a few kilometres away both to 

show the rural settings and the dominating church tower.



2.

Second picture shows a very typical view in the village a street leading to the 

church. There are four ways into the town and everyone of them leads to the 

church.

Mu intentions with this picture was to give a first impression of the village 

with its small houses that are very different from each other but on the other 

side very much alike.

Being pre-season giving unfortunately a very lonely impression in the picture.



3.

Another view of the church integrated in the town with the typical houses 

around it. 

This is a restaurant but not interesting enough to show the houses itself but 

the outside seating, the trees in the village and the carriage giving an 

impression how it looks.



Next pages:

4. / 5.

The fourth and fifth picture were taken in order to show the nearness of the 

houses and how thrown together they look. As I wrote earlier on, “compact 

living”.

Again the ubiquitous view on the church.

The fifth picture showing three houses almost build into each other.



4.



5.



6.

Typical view in Gammelstad.

Long streets, not very wide with long rows of small houses on each side, 

looking very much one like the other at first sight but after a while and when 

walking through it you see that almost no house is like the other.

As one can see is electricity above the ground in order not to have to dig it in 

and maybe destroy something.

Next page:

7.

As summer is short in Northern Sweden you see lots of people renovating 

and as shown here painting their housing. As you can see are even the 

younger family members included in the process.



7.



8.

With this picture I wanted to show how life behind the touristy fronts are.

I just stepped between two houses and as normal there are patches of green, 

some trees, fences. I chose to take a few photos and stitch them into a 

panorama to give a better impression how it looks.

It might also be interesting to the editor of the article as one can use it 

across two pages.



9.

This picture shows one house, in this case even just one flat but it is quite 

common to have each section as you can see here as a flat.

I liked the symmetry in the picture and that you can see a little how small 

houses are with the post box as reference.

Next page:

10.

This picture is the attempt to show the inside of one of the houses as there 

were no open ones during the visits I did to Gammelstad.

I had a polarizing filter on the lens but did not manage to get rid of the 

reflections in a satisfying way, meaning that I could not show more of the 

interior.

I thereafter decided to try and turn the polariser 90 degrees and get good 

reflections of the houses on the opposite side of the road to show the 

context.





The last two pictures show again life and housing in Gammelstad but a little 

farther away, where, as I wrote earlier on, the houses get bigger and newer.

11.

The first picture showing classic Norrbotten houses, with the half-height 

windows on the second floor and the section that had been added one after 

the other as the need arose.

One could normally tell if the owner was rich by the amount of windows as 

they were the most expensive part of the houses.



12.

This last picture shows the modern part of Gammelstad with wide streets, 

huge houses and a totally different feel to it



Choice of pictures

The assignment asked to provide a dozen pictures in order to have enough 

pictures for an article of six sides.

As I understood were we asked to decided which pictures were the six we 

would choose.

From a narrative point of view I think number 2,3,4,7,8 and 10 are the most 

relevant to show the place but leaving away some details. They show the 

streets, the church and the combination of houses and church with some 

insight into the houses.

If I have had the choice to choose more pictures I probably would have 

included pictures of the periphery with the larger houses, the open-air 

museum that is not mentioned at all here and maybe the church yard which 

is not directly by the church but a few hundred meters away right at the edge 

of the village.

Reflections

One of the problems with the assignment was that it was pre-season and with 

that not that many people around. Tourist season begin in about July and 

most Swedes get active during their summer holidays which last from the 

end of June to the middle of August.

That leaves the whole set of pictures with a little lonely touch to them.

Probably one thing that I would like to change if I had more time.

Another problem was that Gammelstad is quite diversified despite being 

small.

As I wrote earlier on are there even an open-air-museum, the more modern 

parts of it, the churchyard and not to forget the surroundings

I decided to concentrate on the most interesting part and there on the tourist 

part with just a glimpse of the private part of the village.



How had I approached the assignment without end-result 

in mind?

I probably had come to more or less the same pictures as I want to have a 

structure behind the pictures I take.

Trying to think how people that don't know Gammelstad would like to see it 

helps to get meaningful series of pictures. Maybe details had played a bigger 

role as there are quite a few details on houses or an individuality of post-

boxes, gardens and so on that is interesting to present.


