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Objective

This assignment is about a personal project that should generate 10-12 final 

pictures of a theme of my choice.

They should be accompanied with a reflective account of about 500 words.

Introduction

My first intention was to narrate midsummer in Northern Sweden, to be more 

exact on a small island with our friends Weikko and Elsi that we normally 

accompany to their island in the archipelago for midsummer celebrations. 

That meant capturing the typical “ingredients” to the celebrations such as the 

pole people dance around, the food and drinks but also the light on midnight 

or better said the twilight as the island is a little south of the polar circle.

During planning of the shot I realized that my feelings toward the island and 

midsummer had changed dramatically due to the death of Weikko who was a 

dear friend of ours. 

He dies last year and first now I realized what he had meant to me in relation 

to the island, Kattgrynnan.

After realizing that I decided to take another point of view on the assignment 

as I wanted to do some work about Kattgrynnan and Elsi with her son.

I decided to try and capture my feelings I have towards the archipelago, 

Kattgrynnan and the times we had there the last years.

Planning

The first step was to get a feeling how my feelings were and formulating that 

in order to get an idea of what feelings to show.

I absolutely realized that Weikkos death had left an empty space and I had 

often an almost melancholic view on the island and archipelago as he had a 

big part in introducing it to us when we first moved to Sweden.
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Things I wanted to show were:

• Typical things with Kattgrynnan

• Elsi and Stefan

• Ada III, the boat 

• Different weather situations

• Different light situations

• If possible relics of Weikko

The longer the planning and photography came the more I realized that 

pictures a primarily dusk conveyed my idea better as it shows a little the end 

of the day and the end of Weikkos life.

On the other hand I wanted to show just the wonderful light we get up here 

during summer.

Photography took place under several occasions we visited Kattgrynnan from 

the autumn of 2012 to the summer of 2013. The first visits were primarily 

done for the purpose of finding representative objects and views for the 

assignment.

As time went along I applied the techniques for editing and managing the 

pictures learnt during the course and described in earlier assignments.

So the long the assignment went the more pictures were available to choose 

from and to “fine-tune” the pictures/feelings I want to show.

Editing consisted as always of cropping, sharpening, adjustment of exposure 

and dodging/burning when needed. All within the possibilities of Lightroom.

When the time came to write the assignment I had several hundred pictures 

taken of which about 60-70 were in the final group and from there it was 

relatively easy to choose the last twelve pictures.
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Reflections

A very interesting assignment which had the main difficulty of finding a 

subject that is of personal interest, not too wide but wide enough to give the 

possibility of showing a variety of perspectives and objects/subjects.

As I wrote earlier were my intentions to describe midsummer on Kattgrynnan 

but it showed that I were not able to get into the right state of mind to get 

satisfactory results.

After deciding to change the perspective on the project towards a more 

emotional base and away from an illustrative approach it all went quite well.

It took a few visits to the island to get just the right pictures and the right 

feeling in them. Very interesting was even to get feedback and discuss the 

photo-idea with our friends and to find out that we all could find similar 

feelings in the pictures or maybe better said that they provoked similar 

feelings in each of us.

As the project-idea was kind of vague the planning had to adapt to that. I 

wrote down the cornerstones of what I wanted to show and went on from 

there adjusting along the way.

Difficulties were both photographically that the weather was bad or the sun 

from the wrong angle but even that the feeling I wanted to achieve did not 

come from.

I certainly could not have done the assignment in one take or one session but 

instead I calculated in that time was not the issue and I had the chance to 

concentrate on what to achieve.

Problems with that were that I did not really set myself a deadline which 

could have lead to finish the assignment earlier. I have during that 

assignment learnt that I have to be more strict in setting deadlines and trying 

to get over “creative lows”. 

Altogether I am happy with the outcome photographically as they represent 

the feelings I have towards Kattgrynnan and that those feelings can be seen 

and recognized by the people that are in a similar situation.
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Reflections on the course

Looking back at the course I think that it was very helpful to get a structure 

to my photography and the way I present my work and my thoughts.

I still have to improve structure in presentation and to find a good way of 

communicating my ideas to the people looking at my work.

The course helped even to fine-tune and question the strategies I had for 

planning a shoot and doing post-processing.

Apart from that it was very interesting to see and think about the border 

between documentary photography and visual art and where you should 

apply techniques of one genre that is absolutely forbidden in the other as the 

discussions, e.g. around the World Press Photo showed.

(http://www.worldpressphoto.org/awards/2013 ) 
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Pictures

A familiar shot, ADA III, the boat, packed with people, food and Svante the 

dog. This time from the captains seat as Stefan could not follow.

The horizon was left in the middle to show the vast sky and beautiful clouds 

in order to balance up the big part the boat takes in the frame.
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A more cloudy and grey day, this time showing Stefan in his role as the 

captain, a role he “inherited” from Weikko. Here silent as ever and 

concentrated.

This picture and the next shows again a typical view with the archipelago in 

the background, the red oars and the blue jacket giving a colour contrast to 

the otherwise almost monochromatic picture.
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Elsi enjoying the sun on her face. 

As you can imagine is the light special in the archipelago

11



12



Two pictures that show the surroundings and in the later even the position.

Maybe an old map might have looked better but I liked the idea of having a 

modern device  lying on an old porch, somewhat depicting a new era.
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With a name like Kattgrynnan (Cat-reef) it is not strange to find several cats 

on the island, here a wind flyer
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More things combined that appear to the eye.

The glass standing on a table full of food, waiting to be filled, showing the 

name and if you look more closely showing one of the other activities on 

Kattgrynnan.

In sauna veritas, in the sauna is the truth, the motto of the Swedish Sauna 

association.

An activity very much related to the island and Weikko as he, as a real Finn, 

who showed us how to do and enjoy sauna properly.
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Kattgrynnan in a nutshell. As they did not have any grass on the island due to 

the strong currents and storms in autumn they bought some plastic grass 

and this miniature midsummer-pole to get some midsummer feeling.

Bleached grass showing how old it is. It is a little like a “running gag”.
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I had some difficulties to show the scenery on a rainy day but settled for this 

solution to show life through a wet window, with just some trees and the 

more or less endless ocean in the background.

As you can see isn't it one of the “summer rain”-scenes with powerful light 

and the sun just waiting to appear again but more of a sentimental feeling to 

it.
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“The captain has left the boat”

The boat was always Weikkos place and this picture shows that something is 

missing.

An exposure of several second to get the smooth water but the stern of the 

boat moving and being blurry to show that there is something happeing or 

missing.

The last picture shows us on our way home to port. A picture I added to end 

the series of pictures and give a meaningful end.
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