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Objective
The objective with this assignment is to illustrate a story for a magazine, 

including the cover.

Everything is supposed to have caption and a description on how the pictures 

interact.

I chose for that assignment a story about a friend of ours, Spirre,  who is a 

farrier and besides that even works for the village council going home to 

people and helping them with everyday problems or maybe even just keeping 

them company.

This combination of handiwork and social commitment attractive and I 

wanted to show this.

The publication that inspired me for the story was the magazine 

“Hovslagarmagasinet” which is a magazine for farriers and people interested 

in the anatomy and patho-physiology of horse hooves.

To give you and impression I added one of the latest covers scanned in.



Work for that assignment was done on several occasions when I followed 

Spirre when he worked as a farrier and as well when he worked for the 

council.

On several occasions he even was at our stable to work some horses.

My intention besides to show the combination of farrier and social work was 

to show the work of a farrier both because it is for the Farrier-magazine and 

because the handicraft is not as well known to people who are not involved 

with horses.

Of course one can argue if you have to do it for a specialised farrier 

magazine but I think that farriers around the world might be interested in 

what colleagues have to deal with in different countries of the world.
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Cover
As you can see has the cover four pictures which has illustrative and narrative 

components.

The following four pictures are meant to be on the first page, not cropped to 

the exact format as that would probably be job of the editor or designer.

I chose those pictures to show a variety of blacksmith related situations and 

symbols such as the horseshoes, the anvil and as the main picture I took a 

humoristic picture of the horse looking at Spirre before getting worked on.

Taking those “neutral” pictures are to make the reader interested in opening 

the magazine without having to be interested in just the story about Spirre.

This first picture is to my eyes attractive as it has several leading lines 

towards Spirre, the horse looking being one of the stronger ones and 

because of the tilt of the picture you get several triangles pointing towards 

Spirre and getting a little bit of tension in the picture.



The second picture shows his toolbox with a horseshoe lying on it, several 

pliers in the background and nails.

A combination of diagonals from the box and the pliers and dividers being at 

an angle to it giving some balance and energy. The horseshoe on the other 

hand is oval. Even the difference between the light nails and the dark shoe 

adds to the energy of the picture.

The third picture shows a more abstract view on a box with used shoes 

giving almost like a labyrinth of lines to let the eye wander around.





The fourth and last cover picture is again a symbolic picture with a hammer 

and an anvil, showing the profession.

With it having a clear background and an unusual shape it still is interesting 

enough to make people interested and work as a fairly small image on the 

front.

A traditional anvil had certainly improved the image and having a little better 

composition had not been so bad either but I kind of like the simple picture.

Getting lower and getting different angles did not really improve the image 

as it meant getting rid of the clean background. Certainly room to improve 

though!





Pictures for the article
When I followed Spirre to Randijaure, a village or better said a collection of a 

few houses, I had the chance to see the diversity of working environment that 

he meets.

In picture 5 he is taking his equipment from his car to the place he works on 

the horses, meaning under bare sky, thankfully not raining at that time.

A very familiar view for those who know him. 

The cap is a gift of a friend of his, of course with “Spirre”, an anvil and a 

hammer on it.
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Here are two different places he is working in. In number six he is at a stable 

of a professional trotting trainer with boxes to the left and right, more or less 

good light in it.

I like the lighting situation in that picture with a backlit scene that is 

lightened by light from the ceiling, showing Spirre in grey clothes in front of 

a darker horse.

Apart from that is even his position very typical and the interaction between 

the horses.

The next picture, number seven is from Randijaure where he works under 

bare sky with the horse looking what he is doing.

The slight tilt of the picture adds to the energy and when I tried to see how it 

looks with a straight horizon it lost very much of its attraction.
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The following pictures show Spirre in the riding school of Jokkmokk a town 

about 120 km away from where he lives.

Jokkmokk means “bend in the river” in Sami, the language of the natives here 

as it lies right at a place where the river has many bends.

Those pictures show a few aspects of him and his work. The first (8) maybe 

having a little lonely feeling to it as the owner of the horse holds the rein, 

talking in the phone and he is working “lonely”. 

The second one (9) on the other hand shows a very familiar picture of him. 

People tend to come by and visit the stables while Spirre is there to chat a 

little and be sociable. Often a cup of coffee or some cake appears “all of a 

sudden” when he is around. In that case it is one of the helpers of the riding 

school.
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The next place is in Randijaure again, a barn with the light coming ffrom 

outside and not very much artificial light. Very rudimentary in everything. As 

far as I remember is the house an old stable for cows that is now fitted for 

horses, even if the height of the ceiling is not high enough för good 

ventilation.
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I thought that an intro-picture for the article might be needed as it is about 

him and I wanted to show a portrait of him, an environmental portrait as that 

fits more him.

I was lucky that my wife could act as an assistant and hold a reflector to 

lighten up the left side of his face.
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Here two pictures about Spirres other side of work, working for the council 

and visiting e.g. elder people or as in those picture a man sitting in a 

wheelchair due to multiple sclerosis which he has had since about 15 years 

and the last seven years in the wheelchair. 

The car picture is very typical as there are several people driving around the 

city more or less around the clock and helping people and in that way 

making it possible for them to live at home and not in e.g. a retirement 

home.

The other one shows Spirre keeping his patient company as he eats dinner 

which Spirre has prepared for him. The use the time to drink some coffee 

and discuss football. As normally they even play on it but have never become 

rich.

I like the nearness which at least I can feel in the picture. Them looking at 

each other, more or less ignoring me.

The angle at which the shot is taken is partly to show more of Spirre but even 

to make it difficult if not impossible to see whom the patient is. As described 

in the reflections I did not want to expose them too much.
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Editing
All editing was done in Lightroom 4.4 and included just basic adjustments of 

white balance, exposure and contrast as well as a little saturation.

Apart from that some dodging and burning to enhance and of course some 

cropping.

Reflections
A very interesting and challenging assignment as it left very much freedom.

The choice fell on Spirre rather quickly as he is an interesting character and 

apart from that has the interesting combination of several jobs that would be 

attractive to read about in a magazine.

As there was no real final date I wanted to try and be ready before the 

summer but due to holidays and personal projects which Spirre had it 

became very late as my tutor had proposed august as final date.

Just two days ago were the last pictures taken which were about the social 

work of Spirre and without it, at least in my opinion, the whole article had 

lost one of the main points of interest.

That means that I have to get better at planning and communicating my 

timetable and ideas to my photographic subjects in order not to run after 

schedule.

Planning was a little bit complicated as he has varying schedules and wanted 

to take me up to Randijaure to show me that place.

I am happy with the results which is I think a good mixture of 

narrative/explanatory pictures about his work and techniques and on the 

other hand attractive illustrative pictures.

As it was a documentary style over the article and not commercial/studio 

work I more or less had to work with what I found on location and managed 

fine.

I wanted to show handicraft, his social character and his work within social 

services. In my opinion that can be seen in the pictures.



During the making of the assignment I asked mainly for advice and 

reflections from my family and adjusted accordingly.

What could have been done differently?

Maybe loking more at his work within social services but that had its 

restrictions as I did not want to show too much of his patients as social 

services are very strict about keeping the integrity of the patients.

Before taking pictures of them I of course talked to them, explaining my 

assignment and asking for permission to take their pictures.

Additional pictures 
As I mainly used Hovslagarmagasinet as the goal for my assignment I opted 

to ignore the technical side of the work a blacksmith does as the main reader 

group knows probably all about it.

When aiming at a different group you could of course use the following five 

pictures I added to even give the possibility to get an impression of the work.

The first picture shows Spirre removing the nails that attaches the shoes to 

the hooves and then in the second picture he removes the shoe with the help 

of pliers.

After cleaning the hooves he removes part of the hooves, in that case with a 

knife for the inner parts of the hooves. I did not include the part where he 

uses pliers to remove the hoof-wall.

Next he uses a rasp to even out the surface before nailing the show to the 

hoof. After that he adjusts the nails, clipping parts of them away but that 

again is not shown.

The shutter speed was chosen to give some impression of movement which 

can be seen especially while hammering.












